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PHONETIC INVENTORY 



2.1 Speech souBde is Hmar 

Hmar possesses altogether 32 speech sounds.ll vowels of which 
Dne has a slant towards an active diphthong /ou/ and 21 consonants- 
H[mar speech sounds closely resemble those of other sister languages 
)f Kuki-Chin group such as Mizo and Kom. 

2.2 Vowels 

The vowels in Hmar could be represented in the following 
table as per their point and manner of articulation. It may be seen 
that 5 vowels manifest both short and long varieties. A very short 
Jipthong /ou/ sound, represented in the alphabet as [o] manifests only 
short variety. However it is conveniently combined with other vowels 
to produce other dipthong sounds where [o] tends to take the place 
of[D] 

Front Central Back 

u u: 

o: 

'? I 
a a: 

Hmar seems to form ciiptho.v:^?. and tri-thoiigs as jnder: 

Ae ei ui uo ou ai au eu iei uoii and uoi/ 



high 


i 


i: 


high-mid 


e 


e: 


low-mid 






low 
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2.3 Description of Vowelg 

2J.7. /i. i:/ 

These are high front unrounded vowels. The conditions of 
occurrence of /i/ and /i:/ are not very distinct. Generally /i/ occurs 
in all the three positions ; /i:/ occurs more frequently in medial aod 
final positions than in the initial position. 



Initial 


Medial 


M 


'house' 


/Tim/ 


^odour/scent' 


/intern/ 


'to taste* 


/inrim/ 


'hard-working* 


/inliim/ 


'to heat' 


/nihliep/ 


'umbrella' 


linckinkl 


•dress* 


/thi:r/ 


•metal* 


/i:ts\±/ 


'to cnvy*^ 


/thlirr/ 


'to view' 


/i:p/ 


'to control urge* 

Final 


/si:r/ 


'edge/corner' 




/innCii/ 


'to laugh' 






/innei/ 


'to wed' 






/antui/ 


'vegetable 


soup* 




/patzari:/ 


'thread' 






/samthi:/ 


'comb' 






/parrthi:/ 


'garland' 





The contrast of /i/ and /i:/ could be seen in the following 
examples : 



/lim/ 'picture' /li:m/ 

/mit/ 'eye' /mi:t/ 

/sin/ 'work* /si:n/ 

/sik/ 'to pinch with nails' /s:ik/ 

/sir/ 'to visit/to tread on' /ti:r/ 



'to cross by jumping*, 

'to uncover/unveil* 

'gall bladder* 

'lid' 

'to harvest' 

'corner/edge* 



2.3.2. 



/e, e:/ 

These are high mid front unrounded vowels. Their 
conditions of occurrence are not very distinct. Generally, /e/ occurs 
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l\i\l 


'fine' 




Mil 


'tongue' 




iMidktl 


'bamboo tray' 


/eu/ 


/zfe:ube:l/ 


'frying pan' 




/zferupuok/ 'oats' 




/zeuzeu/ 


'sometimes' 




/leuldu/ 


'distant sound (adv.)* 




/niun^u/ 


'thoroughly' 


/ai/ 


/sai/ 


'play with' 




Mi/ 


'move (hands) rapidly' 




/cknhai/ 


'useless person' 




/ha:ih6:/ 


'laddie' 




/da:nha:i/ 'rules' 




/la:iki:Q/ 


'lizard' 


/au/ 


/naupdg/ 


'child' 




/thlarau/ 


'soul; 'spirit' 




/thi:u/ 


'fat', 'oil(y)' 




/diiu/ 


'shallow' 


M 


/tiSi/ 


'water'; 




/tuiteo/ 


'dragonfly' 




/sui/ 


'knot' 




/bu:i/ 


'mole' 


/uo/ 


/puoh/ 


'cloth' ' 




/huon/ 


'garden' 




/puokzou/ 'popcorn' 




/suog/ 


'to cook' 


2A.2 Three-vowel clusters 


ytm/ 


/drei/ 1 

# L * / 






/ctci/ 
/niei/ 


adverbial derivatives 








/liei/ . 
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/uie/ 


/ttii^t)/ 




'yolk of egg' 




/buid:k/ 




'droppings of mole' 


/aie/ 


li'ii^l 




'spices' 




/aien/ 




'fortune-telling' 


/uoi/ 


/khuoizu 


:/ 


'honey' 




/buoi/ 




'disorder' 




/nuoi/ 




'lakh' 




/kiioi/ 




'invite' 


/uou/ 


/uou/ 




'yes' 




/luou/ ^ 
/puou/ 
/huou/ 
/suou/ 


1 
J 


adverbial derivative 


/aiq/ 


AiQ/ 




'substitute' 




/ai6:t/ 




'trap for crabs' 


/aii/ 


/aiin/ 




'in place of 




/l^iin/ 




'while' 




/haiin/ 




'by them' 


2.5 Consonants 









The consononants in Hmar could be presented in the follow- 
ing table as per their point and manner of articulation. 





Bi-lab- 
ial 


Labio- 
dental 


Alveo- 
lar 


Retro- 
flex 


Alueo- 
palatal 


V^lar 


Glottal 


Stops 


P b 

ph 




t d 
th 


th 


c 


k 
kh 




Nasals 


m 




n 






n 




Fricatives 




f V 


s z 








h 


Lateral 






1 










Flap 






r 
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